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	Scottish Borders “New Ways” Partnership

	Service/Piece of work
	Community Planning sign up to Climate Change Declaration

Scottish Borders Council signed Scotland’s Climate Change Declaration in January 2007.  One of the commitments within the Declaration is to ‘Encourage and work with others in our local community to take action to adapt to the impact of climate change, to reduce their own greenhouse gas emissions and to make public their commitment to action.’
SBC leads the New Ways Community Planning process in the Scottish Borders and has assisted four main partners to sign a form of the Declaration, which increasingly raises the profile of climate change issues within the New Ways Partnership.

NHS Borders, Scottish Enterprise Borders, VisitScotland Borders, and Borders College (the largest provider of Further Education in the region) publicly signed the Borders Declaration at a NW Climate Change conference on the 5th Oct 2007.
New Ways is soon to agree a protocol for ensuring that the commitments made within the Declaration are delivered, not only by signatories, but that Climate Change action is embedded throughout New Ways planning and functioning.

	Link to Strategic Objectives
	This work is crucial to ensuring that the Scottish Borders can deliver action across all of the Scottish Government’s Strategic Themes, as climate change is influenced by, and impacts on all areas of activity at local, national and global level. 

	Impact
	It is hoped that by embedding the consideration of climate change issues within all areas of service delivery across the New Ways partnership, all sectors of the community will benefit.  The delivery of appropriate local services, developed and procured locally is a key element of this.

Specific areas of future proactive work will include working with communities to develop local renewable energy generation projects.

	Contact
	Louise Cox, Environmental Strategy Co-ordinator, Planning and Economic Development Dept, Scottish Borders Council.

lcox@scotborders.gov.uk, Tel: 01835 824000



