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1  In t roduc t ion  

1.1 Purpose 

This document presents conventions for Scottish property and street gazetteers. It is written  

primarily for and by staff who are responsible for creating and maintaining these datasets within 

each of the 32 Scottish local authorities.  

The aim of these conventions is to ensure that gazetteer data are maintained to a consistent 

standard across Scotland and are usable regionally and nationally. 

Scottish Gazetteer Conventions will be reviewed annually and are expected to change over time 

as local and national requirements evolve. This document replaces previous conventions and 

guidance documents for Scottish property and street gazetteers (Ref. Docs. 1, 2, 3, 7) 

1.2 Background 

All 32 Scottish local authorities have created a local property gazetteer; a definitive, geo-

referenced property dataset for the local authority area. In this context, property is a general 

term that includes buildings, land, and other structures of significant interest to local authorities 

and the OneScotland Gazetteer. See this document’s Content section for more information on 

the content of property gazetteers.  

Separately, each local authority is obliged to maintain a Local Street Gazetteer (LSG); a 

definitive, geo-referenced streets dataset for the local authority area. Property gazetteers derive 

all of their street information (including town and locality) from street gazetteers. See this 

document’s Streets section for more information on street gazetteers. 

The OneScotland Gazetteer is currently an amalgamation of the 32 local authority property 

gazetteers and, in 2009-10, will contain a full copy of all 32 local authority street gazetteers. It is 

anticipated that the OneScotland Gazetteer will evolve to include data in addition to, or a subset 

of, the data provided by local authorities.   

Scottish conventions comply with BS7666:2006 (Ref. Doc. 4), which specifies how data should 

be referenced in British gazetteers. BS7666:2006 also permits gazetteer custodians to extend 

the standard by adding new attributes and domains.  

The OneScotland Gazetteer’s equivalent in England and Wales is the National Land and 

Property Gazetteer (NLPG). The NLPG has extended BS7666:2006 (Ref. Docs. 5 and 9). This 

document presents Scottish conventions for BS7666:2006 attributes as well as attributes added 
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by NLPG that are of relevance to Scotland. In addition, this document proposes a number of 

new attributes and domains for a Scotland-specific implementation of BS7666:2006. 

The NLPG has developed standard data transfer formats DTF 7.x (Ref. Docs. 6) for gazetteer 

file exchange between English and Welsh authorities and the NLPG. A data transfer format for 

gazetteer file exchange within Scotland has also been developed (Ref. Doc. 11) with an 

implementation date of 1 October 2009. 

1.3 Princip les 

Scottish Gazetteer Conventions are guided by the following principles: 

· Conventions comply with BS7666:2006. 

· Conventions comply with the NLPG’s conventions and DTF 7.x file structure except where 

a there is a clear requirement for Scottish-specific differences. 

· Conventions balance user requirements known to date (Ref. Doc. 10) with the level of effort 

needed to maintain data. 

· If required for local service delivery, and unless it clearly contradicts specific conventions, 

local property and street gazetteers can hold types of records and attributes in addition to 

those listed in this document. 

1.4 Review  process 

Requests for change or clarity should be submitted for open review via the Discussion Forum 

on the OneScotland Gazetteer Community of Practice website. 

As OneScotland Gazetteer Custodian, Forth Valley GIS will moderate these Discussion Forum 

requests. If the request can not be resolved through the Discussion Forum, the request will be 

escalated for action by the Conventions Review Group, comprised of local authorities 

representatives. 

The Conventions Review Group will meet at least annually to review outstanding requests and 

new convention requirements, and, as required, will re-issue new versions of this document. For 

clarity, changes from the previous version will be highlighted in yellow. 

1.5 How th is document  is st ructured 

The major sections of this document present conventions according to the different entity 

classes that make up a gazetteer record (see the Gazetteer Model section). There are also 

specific sections devoted to significant topics: Content and Property Lifecycle. 
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Three categories of convention are presented in this document, which indicate the requirements 

of the OneScotland Gazetteer and also indicate best practice to support widespread local use of 

the gazetteer. 

Category Explanation 

Mandatory Compliance with this convention is compulsory for local gazetteers. 

Non-compliance with this convention may result in local records being 

rejected  from the OneScotland Gazetteer. 

Recommended Compliance with this convention is recommended for local gazetteers. 

Non-compliance with this convention will result in local records being 

accepted into the OneScotland Gazetteer but a warning  may be 

issued. 

Guidance Compliance with this convention is not compulsory for local gazetteers 

but conventions encourage best practice. 
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2  G lossa r y 

BLPU Basic Land and Property Unit 

CAG Corporate Address Gazetteer  (popular name for a local property gazetteer) 

ESU Elementary Street Unit 

LPI Land and Property Identifier 

LSG Local Street Gazetteer 

NLPG National Land and Property Gazetteer 

PAO Primary Addressable Object 

SAO Secondary Addressable Object 

SNN Street Naming and Numbering 

SRWR Scottish Road Works Register 

UPRN Unique Property Reference Number 

USRN Unique Street Reference Number 
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3  Gazet tee r  mode l  

The following diagram shows the relationships between the different entity classes that make up 

Scottish property and street gazetteers. Note that there are currently no Scottish conventions for 

the optional BLPU Extent, Extent Polygon, and Provenance entity classes of BS7666:2006 or 

NLPG’s Application Xref. However, these may be used if required by local gazetteers. 
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4  Metada ta  

4.1 Purpose 

This section presents Scottish conventions for property and street gazetteer metadata. 

BS7666:2006 specifies that a gazetteer shall have metadata associated with it. See section 5 of 

BS7666-1:2006 and BS7666-2:2006 for more information. 

4.2 Metadata att r ibutes 

BS7666:2006 specifies mandatory (M), optional (O), and conditional (C) attributes for metadata. 

England and Wales’ NLPG has extended BS7666:2006 with some additional metadata 

attributes. 

The table below clarifies whether there is an obligation to populate each attribute according to 

BS7666:2006, the NLPG, and in Scotland. If there are no Scottish obligations (N/A), local 

gazetteers can use this attribute according to local needs. 

The field names in the table are as specified in BS7666:2006. Where the field name is 

significantly different in the Scottish DTF, the DTF field name is noted in brackets. 

Attribute BS7666 NLPG Scotland 

Name M M M 

Scope M M M 

Territory of use M M M 

Gazetteer owner M M M 

Custodian M M M 

Coordinate system M M M 

Coordinate axis units O M M 

Metadata date O M M 

Classification scheme O M M 

State coding scheme O N/A M 

Current date (Gaz date) M M M 

Language O M M 

Character set O M M 
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Attribute BS7666 NLPG Scotland 

Custodian Code N/A M M 

External cross-referencing scheme O N/A N/A 

Linked Data N/A O N/A 

Ngaz Freq N/A M N/A 

Custodian UPRN N/A M N/A 

4.3 Metadata convent ions 

This section presents conventions for both property and street gazetteers.  

ID Convention Category 

4.3.1  Metadata is provided for each gazetteer transfer file, even if the 

metadata has not changed since the last file. 

Mandatory  

4.3.2  If a transfer file contains both street and property gazetteer data, 

only one metadata record is required. 

Mandatory  

Italic text in the Conventions column means that the attribute should be populated with this 

exact text. 

Attribute ID Convention Category 

Name 4.3.3  As appropriate, either: 

· Local Property Gazetteer  

· Local Street Gazetteer 

Mandatory  

Scope 4.3.4  Scottish Gazetteer Conventions Mandatory  

Territory of use 4.3.5  Local authority area 

· e.g. Falkirk 

Mandatory  

Gazetteer 
owner 

4.3.6  Local authority area (official title) 

· e.g. Falkirk Council 

Mandatory  

Custodian 4.3.7  CAG Custodian contact email 

· e.g. cag@falkirk.gov.uk 

Mandatory  

Coordinate 
system 

4.3.8  British National Grid Mandatory  
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Attribute ID Convention Category 

Coordinate 
axis units 

4.3.9  Metres Recommended  

Metadata Date 4.3.10 Date metadata last updated. If software can 

not automatically update this field each time 

the metadata is edited, then it is updated 

manually before each gazetteer export. 

Mandatory  

Classification 
scheme 

4.3.11 Scottish Gazetteer Conventions Recommended  

State coding 
scheme 

4.3.12 Scottish Gazetteer Conventions Recommended  

Current date 
(Gaz date) 

4.3.13 Last update date. If software can not 

automatically update this field each time the 

gazetteer is edited, then it is updated 

manually before each gazetteer export. 

Mandatory  

Language 4.3.14 ENG if no Gaelic language records. 

GAE if the gazetteer contains any Gaelic 

records. 

Recommended  

Character set 4.3.15 English if only English characters are used. 

Gaelic if the gazetteer contains any Gaelic 

characters. 

Recommended  

Custodian 
code 

4.3.16 Gazetteer Custodian Code 

· e.g. 9078 

Mandatory  
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5  Con tent  

5.1 Purpose 

This section presents Scottish requirements for the content of property gazetteers. It outlines 

minimum gazetteer content. In addition to those listed here, other types of property records may 

be included in local gazetteers to meet local needs. When deciding whether to add additional 

content to local gazetteers, authorities are advised to first consider if this content is best 

managed in the gazetteer or in an alternative dataset. 

5.2 Genera l Content  

According to BS7666-2:2006, land and property gazetteers contain geographic objects  that 

may be identified and referenced by means of one or more addresses. They are based around 

the concept of a BLPU, which is an ‘area of land, property or structure of fixed location having 

uniform occupation, ownership or function’. 

ID Convention Category 

For a record to be included in a property gazetteer, it must meet the 

following requirements: 

1 or more of: 

 

Type of geographic object: 

· Area of land 

· Building 

· Structure 

And · Fixed location 

5.2.1  

And 1 or more of the same: Type of uniformity: 

· Occupation 

· Ownership 

· Function 

Mandatory 

5.3 Detai led Content  

The following table provides detail on the mandatory and recommended types of property 

records within Scottish gazetteers. The detail of this table is likely to change following the 

development of Scottish classification schemes (see the Classification section).  
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Property Type Example Category 

Agricultural Farm, Fishery, Horticultural  

Note that for a farm or croft, one BLPU is created for the 

land and a second BLPU for the farm house or croft 

house. Additional PAOs / SAOs for other farm / croft 

buildings may also exist. 

Recommended 

Community 

Service 

Fire, Police and Ambulance Station, Law Court, Prison, 

Hall, Public Convenience, Cemetery, Crematorium 

Mandatory 

Educational  College, Nursery, Crèche, Primary and Secondary School, 

University 

Mandatory 

Hospitality Guest House, B&B, Holiday Let, Hotel Mandatory 

Industrial  Factory, Quarry, Mine, Workshop, Warehouse Mandatory 

Leisure Amusement Centre, Camp Site, Library, Museum, 

Nightclub, Leisure Centre, Golf Course, Swimming Pool, 

Theatre, Zoo, Theme Park  

Mandatory 

Medical  Dentist, GP Surgery, Clinic, Hospital, Medical Laboratory Mandatory 

Animal Centre  Cattery, Kennel, Stable, Vet, Animal Sanctuary Mandatory 

Office Office, Work Studio  Mandatory 

Retail  Bank, Estate Agent, Salon, Indoor and Outdoor Market 

(Market Stalls and Kiosks can be SAOs of Markets), 

Petrol Filling Station, Public House, Restaurant, Shop, 

Supermarket, Shopping Centre 

Mandatory 

Airport, Marina, Harbours and Ports), Car Park, Station Mandatory Transport  

 Lock, Weir, Aqueduct, (Non-Hydroelectric) Dam Recommended  

Landfill, Power Station, Hydroelectric Dam, Wind Farm 

(individual windmills can be SAOs), Recycling Site 

Mandatory Utility 

Water/Sewage Treatment Works, Telephone Exchange, 

Telecommunications Masts (individual masts can be 

SAOs of a larger site) 

Recommended  

Place of 

Worship 

Church, Mosque, Synagogue, Temple Mandatory 

Informational Advertising Hoarding, Tourist Information Centre Recommended  

Land Park, Public Garden/Open Space, Public Playground Recommended  
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Property Type Example Category 

Residential House, Flat, Caravan, House Boat, Sheltered 

Accommodation, HMO, Residential Institution (rooms may 

be recorded as SAOs in communal residences) 

Mandatory 

Monument Obelisk/Milestone/Standing Stone, Memorial, Market 

Cross, Statue, Castle, Historic Ruin  

Recommended  

Parent Shell Building shells such as blocks of flats. 

Street BLPUs for all Type 1 and 2 street records 

(facilitates referencing information at the street level, 

rather than to an individual building or structure) 

Guidance  
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6  BLPU 

6.1 Purpose 

This section presents Scottish conventions for Basic Land and Property Units (BLPUs) within 

property gazetteers. According to BS7666-2:2006 section 3.2, a BLPU represents an ‘area of 

land, property or structure of fixed location having uniform occupation, ownership or function’. 

6.2 BLPU at t r ibutes 

BS7666:2006 specifies mandatory (M), optional (O), and conditional (C) attributes for BLPUs. 

England and Wales’ NLPG has extended BS7666:2006 with some additional BLPU attributes. 

The table below clarifies whether there is an obligation to populate each attribute according to 

BS7666:2006, the NLPG, and in Scotland. If there are no Scottish obligations (N/A), local 

gazetteers can use this attribute according to local needs. 

The field names in the table are as specified in BS7666:2006. Where the field name is 

significantly different in the Scottish DTF, the DTF field name is noted in brackets. 

Attribute BS7666 NLPG Scotland 

Unique property identifier (UPRN) M M M 

BLPU classification O M N/A 

Entry date M M M 

Update date M M M 

Start date M M M 

End date O O C 

State O C C 

Current state date O C C 

Coordinate reference (x coordinate, y coordinate) M M M 

Representative point code M M M 

Logical status M M M 

Administrator (Custodian code) M M M 

External cross-reference O N/A N/A 

Parent UPRN N/A C O 
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Attribute BS7666 NLPG Scotland 

Organisation N/A O N/A 

Ward  N/A O N/A 

Parish N/A O N/A 

Custodian One N/A O N/A 

6.3 Unique property ident i f ie r (UPRN) 

The Unique Property Reference Number (UPRN) is the primary key of a property record. 

ID Convention Category 

6.3.1  A UPRN is within the range allocated by the UK Government to 

the authority that originally created the property. See Appendix 

A. 

Mandatory 

6.3.2  Local gazetteer custodians requiring a new UPRN range will 

contact Forth Valley GIS as the OneScotland Gazetteer 

Custodian. 

Mandatory 

6.3.3  A UPRN is unique within the UK and is not reused. Mandatory  

6.4 State 

The new BS7666:2006 field of BLPU state is used in Scotland. This, in conjunction with state 

date, allows for the life cycle of built properties to be more clearly captured. The following codes 

should be used: 

Code State 

0 not applicable 

1 under construction / named or numbered by SNN 

2 constructed 

3 derelict 

4 no longer existing 

Note should be made of  some differences between the above descriptions and those listed in 

Annex C.2 of BS7666-2:2006, and to the different set of descriptions adopted by NLPG. This is 

to allow the focus of this field to be built features only, and to capture the physical state of the 

property, rather than its usage or occupancy. 
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Further, Code 0 has been added to facilitate full population of this field for all features, whether 

built or not. All land parcels and natural features should be assigned a state of ‘not applicable’.  

Built features that are shell or cumulative entities may also use Code 0 as their build state is 

determined by the individual child records.   

ID Convention Category 

6.4.1  If a BLPUs start date  is before 1 October 2009, the status  is: 

· 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 or blank 

Recommended  

6.4.2  If a BLPUs start date  is on or after 1 October 2009, and its 

logical status  is not rejected, the status  is: 

· 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 

Mandatory  

6.4.3  If a BLPUs start date  is on or after 1 October 2009, and its 

logical status  is rejected, the status  is: 

· 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 or blank 

Mandatory  

6.5 Current  s tate  date 

ID Convention Category 

6.5.1  Current state date  cannot be in the future. Mandatory  

6.5.2  Current state date  is populated for all records where state  is 

populated.  

Where the actual date is not known, the earliest date at which the 

BLPU was known to be at this state should be entered.   

Mandatory  

6.6 Representat ive po int  code 

Each BLPU has a coordinate reference and a representative point code to identify the 

reference’s spatial accuracy. According to BS7666-2:2006 section 6.5.2, the permitted codes 

are: 

Code Description 

1 Visual centre 

2 General internal point 

3 South-west corner of coordinate grid square 

4 Start point of the referencing street 

5 Representative point for Unit Postcode 
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9 Unspecified 

Local property gazetteers can use any of these codes for a BLPU but the following conventions 

are designed to encourage spatial accuracy improvement:  

ID Convention Category 

6.6.1  The representative point code  of a BLPU with an approved 

logical status  is: 

· 1 

· 2 

· 4  (Street BLPUs only) 

Recommended  

6.6.2  The representative point code  of a street BLPU is: 

· 1, where the coordinate reference  is derived from the 

middle of the street 

· 4, where the coordinate reference  is derived from the start 

of the referenced street 

Guidance  

6.6.3  To aid local spatial quality checks, a representative point code  

can be used as: 

· 1, where the location is within the property and accuracy is 

unlikely to be improved 

· 2, where the location is estimated to be within the property 

but accuracy could be improved (e.g. following updates to 

background mapping) 

Guidance  

6.7 Logical  status 

Scottish gazetteers use BLPU Logical Status, as defined in 6.5.3 of BS7666-2:2006.  

Code Logical Status 

1 Approved BLPU 

6 Provisional BLPU 

8 Historical BLPU 

9 Rejected BLPU 

Note that status 5 (Candidate BLPU) and the addition by NLPG of an extra status of 7 (Rejected 

External BLPU) are not used in Scotland. 
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In England and Wales, logical status 5 (Candidate BLPU) is reserved for the national hub to 

send change intelligence to local custodians via DTF. Local custodians then decide whether to 

add a Candidate record to the local gazetteer with a different logical status or return it to the 

national hub as a Rejected record. 

In Scotland, change requests from the OneScotland Gazetteer to local gazetteers will not be 

exchanged via DTF and data from the OneScotland Gazetteer will not be automatically 

imported into local gazetteer datasets. 

ID Convention Category 

6.7.1  A BLPU has a logical status  of: 

· 1, 6, 8, or 9 

Mandatory  

6.7.2  A BLPU with a logical status of rejected (9) is deleted from the 

gazetteer as soon as possible. 

Recommended  

6.7.3  If a BLPU’s logical status changes to historic (8) or rejected (9), 

only the following BLPU attributes require a change: 

· Logical Status 

· Update Date 

· End Date 

Changes to other attributes for quality purposes are made at the 

discretion of the gazetteer custodian. 

Mandatory  

6.8 Administ rato r (Custod ian code) 

The administrator code identifies the authority that originally created the gazetteer record. 

ID Convention Category 

6.8.1  Administrator  codes are those allocated to each authority by 

the UK Government. See Appendix A. 

Mandatory  

6.9 Parent  UPRN 

Parent UPRN has been added by NLPG and is used to maintain parent-child relationships 

between current BLPUs. It facilitates the creation of more complex relationships than was 

possible under BS7666:2000. Where the Parent UPRN field is used in Scotland, the following 

conventions apply: 
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ID Convention Category 

6.9.1  Parent UPRN  is used to link current BLPUs and not 

relationships between current and historic BLPUs.  

Note that the successor cross reference  record is used to 

record relationships between current and historic BLPUs, such 

as splits and merges. 

Mandatory  

6.9.2  A SAO record has the UPRN of its parent BLPU in the parent 

UPRN. 

Mandatory  

6.9.3  If required, a SAO record can inherit the logical status  of its 

parent BLPU .  

Guidance  

6.9.4  A SAO record inherits the PAO or USRN of its parent BLPU . Guidance  
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7  LPI  

7.1 Purpose 

This section presents Scottish conventions for Land and Property Identifiers (LPIs) within 

property gazetteers. According to BS7666-2:2006 section 3.4, an LPI is a ‘structured text entry 

that identifies a basic land and property unit’. A BLPU may have more than one LPI.  

7.2 LPI at t r ibutes 

BS7666:2006 specifies mandatory (M), optional (O), and conditional (C) attributes for LPIs. 

England and Wales’ NLPG has extended BS7666:2006 with some additional LPI attributes. The 

table below clarifies whether there is an obligation to populate each attribute according to 

BS7666:2006, the NLPG, and in Scotland.  

The field names in the table are as specified in BS7666:2006. Where the field name is 

significantly different in the Scottish DTF, the DTF field name is noted in brackets. 

Attribute BS7666 NLPG Scotland 

Identifier (Key) M M C 

Language O M M 

Object name: PAO M M M 

Object name: SAO O O O 

Spatial reference (USRN) M M M 

Entry date M M M 

Update date M M M 

Start date M M M 

End date O O C 

Postcode O C C 

Level O O C 

Official address marker (Official flag) O O C 

Logical status M M M 

Sub locality N/A N/A O 

Post town N/A C C 
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Attribute BS7666 NLPG Scotland 

Postally addressable N/A M M 

7.3 Ident i f ie r  (Key)  

An LPI identifier is mandatory in BS7666-2:2006, but the standard does provide any further 

specification for this attribute. Scotland adopts the NLPG convention.  

ID Convention Category 

7.3.1  The LPI identifier  is nnnnLsssssssss,  where: 

· nnnn = BLPU administrator  

· L = the identifier for the LPI record type 

· sssssssss = LPI sequence number, padded with leading 

zeros as required 

Mandatory  

7.3.2  The LPI identifier  is not reused Mandatory  

7.4 Language 

BS7666-2:2006 permits street and property gazetteers to hold bilingual identifiers. In a number 

of Scottish authorities, there is increasing demand for local gazetteers to hold English and 

Gaelic versions of a street or property record. 

ID Convention Category 

7.4.1  Where approved by Street Naming and Numbering, gazetteers 

may use the language  flag to hold Gaelic translations of one or 

many of the following: 

· PAO/SAO 

· Street name 

· Locality 

· Town 

· Administrative area 

Guidance 

7.4.2  Both English and Gaelic language  records have an LPI logical  

status  of 1 (Approved). 

Mandatory  
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ID Convention Category 

Both English and Gaelic language  records can hold mixed 

language address elements, e.g. 

7.4.3  

English record: 

Little House 

Erbusaig  

����  

IV40 8BX 

Gaelic record: 

Taigh Beag 

Erbusaig  

����  

IV40 8BX 

Guidance  

7.5 Object  Name (PAO/SAO) 

According to BS7666-2:2006 section 7.5.1, the object name  is comprised of: 

· a PAO - primary addressable object name (identifies a BLPU) and, optionally, 

· a SAO - secondary addressable object name - (identifies a BLPU by reference to a primary 

addressable object).  

ID Convention Category 

7.5.1  An object name  is populated according to the following 

priorities: 

1. Property number and / or name approved by Street Naming 

and Numbering (e.g Buttercup Cottage, 98) 

2. Trading name (e.g. Rose and Crown) 

3. Property classification (e.g. Railway Station) 

4. Property description (e.g. Land 10m south of…) 

Recommended  

For campus areas (e.g. universities, hospitals, rural estates, 

caravan sites, airports) that do not contain streets, the campus 

name is recorded as an object name , e.g. 

SAO: 

PAO: 

Street: 

Town: 

Geography Building 

Stirling University 

Main Street 

Stirling 

 

 

 

 

7.5.2  

For campus areas that contain any type of street, the campus 

name can be recorded as a locality  in the street gazetteer, e.g. 

Guidance  
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ID Convention Category 

 PAO: 

Street: 

Locality: 

Town: 

Geography Building 

Main Street 

Stirling University 

Stirling  

 

If a room within communal accommodation (e.g. hall of 

residence, hotel, hostel, nursing home) is required for local 

service delivery, the room is recorded as a SAO, e.g. 

7.5.3  

SAO: 

PAO: 

Street: 

Room 4 

28 

Main Street 

Guidance  

7.5.4  Where street BLPUs are recorded, the PAO name is: 

· Street Record  

The name of the street is not recorded in the PAO name. 

Mandatory  

7.5.5  Some areas of land are officially named, e.g. ‘Kings Park’. 

However, where unofficially named, the term “Land” should be 

used to describe all land parcels except for brownfield sites 

(mostly urban) where the term “Site” may be most appropriate. 

For a land parcel record that has a start date  on or after 1 

October 2009, the object name  is: Land (or Site)<measured 

distance in metres from centre of BLPU to centre of parcel 

unless otherwise stated> <compass direction> of <an existing 

feature or real world object>, e.g.  

· Site 100 metres south of 23 High Street 

· Land 350 metres northwest of The Pirns 

· Land 20 metres west of entrance to Hillbank Quarry 

Recommended  

7.5.6  When an LPI’s logical status  changes to historic, its object 

name does not change.  

Mandatory  
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ID Convention Category 

7.5.7  New LPIs can have the same object name  as historic LPIs, e.g. 

where redevelopment takes place on the site of demolished 

BLPUs. The LPIs are distinguished by their logical status  and 

start/end dates . 

Scottish gazetteers have not adopted the NLPG convention of 

editing the historic LPI object name  to include the word 

‘Former’. The word ‘Former’ may be used on the new LPI, 

however, where the building remains and where its object name  

infers usage e.g. ‘Cottage Hospital’ may become a historic LPI, 

superseded by 'Former Cottage Hospital’. 

Guidance  

7.6 Spat ia l  reference (USRN) 

According to BS7666-2:2006 section 7.5.2, the spatial reference of a BLPU is the last street that 

provides access to the BLPU.  

ID Convention Category 

7.6.1  The spatial reference  is the USRN of the street, as recorded in 

a street gazetteer. 

Mandatory 

7.7 Postcode 

Postcodes are created by Royal Mail to help their staff route mail to properties with a postal 

delivery point. 

ID Convention Category 

7.7.1  Postally addressable properties have a postcode . 

Note that the postcode is not removed if the LPI’s logical status  

changes to historic. 

Mandatory 

7.7.2  Non postally addressable properties do not have a postcode . Mandatory 

7.7.3  Postcodes are those assigned to the address by Royal Mail and 

a full postcode is recorded. 

Mandatory 
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7.8 Level 

Level is the vertical position of the BLPU within a structure or relative to another BLPU.  

ID Convention Category 

7.8.1  Level  is populated for a single-level property record (except 

Land) that has a start date  before 1 October 2009. 

Guidance  

7.8.2  Level  is populated for a single-level property record (except 

Land) that has a start date  on or after 1 October 2009. 

Recommended  

7.8.3  Level  is entered as a number, e.g. 

· -1 = basement 

· 0 = ground floor 

· 1 = first floor 

· 1.5 = an intermediate/mezzanine floor 

Recommended 

7.8.4  Until user requirements are better established, level  is not 

recorded for multi-level properties, e.g. a flat over two floors. 

Guidance  

7.9 Off icial  address marker (Off ic ia l  f lag)  

The official address marker flags whether an LPI has been generated through the Street 

Naming and Numbering process (see BS7666-2:2006 section 7.2e). Three values are allowed: 

Value Description 

Y LPI has been generated through Street Naming and Numbering 

N LPI has not been generated through Street Naming and Numbering 

Blank Not known whether LPI has been generated through Street Naming and Numbering 

Note that NLPG have added to the allowable values of this attribute, but these are not used in 

Scotland. 

ID Convention Category 

7.9.1  If an LPI’s start date  is before 1 October 2009, the official 

address marker  is: 

· Y, N or blank  

Recommended  

7.9.2  If an LPI’s start date  is on or after 1 October 2009, the official 

address marker  is: 

· Y or N 

Mandatory  
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7.10 LPI log ical  status 

Scottish gazetteers use LPI Logical Status, as defined in 7.5.3 of BS7666-2:2006  

Code Logical Status 

1 Approved / Preferred LPI 

3 Alternative LPI 

6 Provisional LPI 

8 Historical LPI 

9 Rejected LPI 

The following status codes are not used in Scotland: 

· Status 2 (Approved Alternative). There should be only one approved LPI, with multiple 

languages now catered for by the language flag. 

· Status 7 (Rejected External). This code has been added by NLPG. 

· Status 5 (Candidate BLPU). See the BLPU logical status  section for details on the 

Scottish change request process. 

ID Convention Category 

7.10.1 An LPI has a logical status  of: 

· 1, 3, 6, 8, or 9 

Mandatory  

7.10.2 To facilitate user searches, and to allow for the incorporation of 

unofficial, colloquial and other non-standard information, 

alternative LPIs may be used. For instance, where an incorrect 

address is regularly used for a property, an alternative LPI may 

be appropriate to avoid recurring queries being sent to the CAG 

Custodian.  It should be noted that the use of alternative LPIs 

may not be appropriate in all integrations with the CAG, and care 

should be taken using them in integrated applications. 

Alternative LPIs may be added to hold other names in common 

use; for instance, the developer’s organisation name or site 

name, e.g. 

· Paradise Homes 

· The Old Mill Development 

Guidance  
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ID Convention Category 

7.10.3 If an LPI’s logical status  changes to historic (8) or rejected (9), 

only the following LPI attributes require a change: 

· Logical Status 

· Update Date 

· End Date 

Changes to other attributes for quality purposes are made at the 

discretion of the gazetteer custodian. 

Mandatory  

7.10.4 An LPI with a logical status  of rejected (9), is deleted from the 

gazetteer as soon as possible. 

Recommended  

7.11 Sub local i ty 

Sub locality is a Scottish addition to BS7666:2006 to cater for the complexities of some 

geographic areas in Scotland. This attribute is designed to be rendered between a street and a 

locality in an address. 

ID Convention Category 

7.11.1 Sub locality  can be used as a third level of geographic area, if 

required for a meaningful address. 

Guidance  

7.11.2 Because sub locality can not be exported to data transfer 

formats used by England and Wales, property descriptions must 

remain unique without a sub locality . 

Mandatory 

7.12 Post  town 

Post towns are created by Royal Mail to help their staff route mail to the correct delivery office. 

ID Convention Category 

7.12.1 Postally addressable properties have a post town . Mandatory  

7.12.2 Post towns  are those assigned to the address by Royal Mail. Mandatory 

7.13 Postal ly addressable 

The postally addressable attribute has been added by the NLPG to indicate whether a property 

receives a delivery from the Royal Mail or other postal delivery service. The attribute is also 

used in Scotland and can be used to filter gazetteer records for mail shot purposes. Three 

values are allowed: 
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Value Description 

Y Property can receive postal deliveries and does not have a large user postcode.  

L Property can receive postal deliveries and has a large user postcode. 

N Property can not receive postal deliveries. 

 

ID Convention Category 

7.13.1 If an LPI has a postcode  and post town , the postally 

addressable  flag is: 

· Y or L  

Note that the flag does not change if the LPI’s logical status  

changes to historic. 

Mandatory  
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8  Prope r t y L i f ec yc le  

8.1 Purpose 

This section presents conventions for property lifecycle aspects of Scottish property gazetteers. 

These are conventions covering the relationships between BLPU logical status, BLPU state, 

and LPI logical status. 

In addition, generic flow diagrams have been produced depicting the lifecycle of common 

property types, and the triggers for change in status. 

8.2 Al lowable log ica l sta tus and state combinat ions 

ID BLPU 

logical 

status 

Minimum 

LPI logical 

status 

Allowable logical 

statuses for 

other LPIs 

Allowable BLPU 

state * 

Category 

1 1 3, 6, 8, 9 0, 1, 2, 3 

6 6 6, 8, 9 0 

8 8 8, 9 4 

8.2.1  

9 9 9 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, blank 

Mandatory  

* Allowable BLPU state applies on or after 1 October. Before this date, BLPU state may be 

blank for any BLPU logical status. 

The property lifecycle diagrams section contains examples of how these combinations can be 

applied. 
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8.3 Property l i fecyc le gu idance 

With reference to the BS7666:2006 definition of a BLPU as ‘an area of land, property or 

structure of fixed location having uniform occupation, ownership or function’, the following 

conventions indicate when a BLPU should be created, split, and merged.  These are provided 

as best practice guidance but do not cover all situations. 

ID Example Category 

8.3.1  New 

A new BLPU is created when there is a: 

· Split or merge 

· Replacement property (e.g. demolition followed by a rebuild. Note 

that the new property may have the same LPI description as the 

old property) 

· Change in the type of geographic object (structure, land, building), 

e.g. 

 

A new BLPU is not  created if there is a change in the: 

· LPI description 

· Occupier, owner or function 

· Physical area of an existing property (e.g. an extension), e.g. 

 

Guidance  
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ID Example Category 

8.3.2  Merge 

Two or more existing BLPUs are merged when physically adjacent 

BLPUs share uniform occupation, ownership and function, e.g. 

 

Note that the local circumstances will determine whether the creation 

of an intermediate land/site BLPU is required in each case. 

Guidance  

8.3.3  Split  

An existing BLPU is split when occupation, ownership and function are 

no longer uniform within the BLPU, e.g. 

 

Note that local circumstances will determine whether the creation of an 

intermediate land/site BLPU is required in each case. 

Guidance  
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8.4 Property l i fecyc le diagrams 

The following three diagrams depict the “normal” lifecycle for BLPUs, the various triggers that 

result in changes, and the minimum BLPU Logical Status, BLPU State Code, and LPI Logical 

Status combinations. These have been listed as Mandatory (M), Recommended (R) or 

Guidance (G).  It should be noted that these refer to what the field should be populated with, not 

whether the field should be populated at all, which has been covered earlier in this document. 

The diagrams are illustrative and are by no means comprehensive.  They are designed to give a 

generic overview of the likely lifecycles to be found in gazetteers, rather than to prescribe for all 

circumstances. 
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9  Successor  Cross  Re ference  

9.1 Purpose 

This section presents Scottish conventions for historical links between properties in the event of 

splits and merges. The optional successor cross reference record is a Scottish addition to 

BS7666:2006 and is associated with a BLPU.  

One BLPU may have multiple successors and the same successor may be linked to multiple 

BLPUs. For example: 

Event UPRN Successor 

100000000001 Split 100000000000 

100000000002 

100000000001 100000000003 Merge 

100000000002 100000000003 

9.2 Successor at t r ibutes 

If the successor cross-reference record is used, the table below clarifies whether the population 

of each field is mandatory (M), optional (O), or conditional (C). 

Field Scotland 

Key C 

UPRN M 

Successor M 

Entry Date M 

Last Update Date M 

Start Date M 

End Date C 
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9.3 Key 

ID Convention Category 

9.3.1  The successor key is nnnnSsssssssss,  where: 

· nnnn = BLPU administrator  

· S = the identifier for the successor record type 

· sssssssss = Successor sequence number, padded with 

leading zeros as required 

Mandatory  

9.3.2  The successor key is not reused. Mandatory  

9.4 UPRN 

ID Convention Category 

9.4.1  UPRN is populated with the UPRN of the ‘predecessor’ BLPU on 

which the successor cross reference is held. 

Mandatory  

9.5 Successor 

ID Convention Category 

9.5.1  Successor  is populated with the UPRN of the successor BLPU.  Mandatory  

9.5.2  To link backwards and find a predecessor for a property, carry 

out a global search on successor  for the property’s UPRN. This 

will return all predecessors for that property. 

Guidance  

9.5.3  If a property is split and then merged back together again, new 

BLPUs are created each time; the original BLPU is not 

reinstated.  

Guidance  
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10  Organ isa t i on  

10.1 Purpose 

This section presents Scottish conventions for organisations. The Organisation record is a 

Scottish addition to BS7666:2006 and is associated with a BLPU. Organisation refers to a 

property’s occupier rather than its owner and one BLPU may have multiple current and multiple 

historic organisations.  

The Organisation record is optional. Organisations frequently change and can be difficult to 

maintain. The record should only be used if gazetteer custodians are able to effectively maintain 

it, so that gazetteers do not hold poor quality data. Some example sources of organisation 

information are: the Assessors, Revenues, Environmental Health, and Trading Standards.   

10.2 Organisat ion at t r ibutes 

If the Organisation record is used, the table below clarifies whether the population of each 

attribute is mandatory (M), optional (O), or conditional (C). 

Attribute Scotland 

Key C 

Organisation M 

Legal Name O 

Entry Date M 

Last Update Date M 

Start Date M 

End Date C 

10.3 Key 

ID Convention Category 

10.3.1  The organisation key is nnnnOsssssssss,  where: 

· nnnn = BLPU administrator  

· O = the identifier for the organisation record type 

· sssssssss = Organisation sequence number, padded with 

leading zeros as required 

Mandatory  
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ID Convention Category 

10.3.2  The organisation key is not reused Mandatory  

10.4 Organisat ion 

ID Convention Category 

10.4.1  Organisation  is populated with the trading name (i.e. the name 

on the building), e.g. 

· Thistle Inn 

Mandatory  

10.4.2  The trading name may be used for both the object name  and 

organisation  until a local authority’s Street Naming and 

Numbering service assign an official name or number. 

Guidance  

10.5 Legal  Name 

ID Convention Category 

10.5.1  If used, legal name  is populated with the registered legal name 

of the organisation, e.g. 

· Company Associates Group Limited 

Mandatory  
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11  C lass i f i ca t i on  

This section will present Scottish classification conventions. Classification is an optional BLPU 

attribute within BS7666:2006. Scotland has extended this into a new, mandatory Classification 

record, which allows multiple classification schemes to be held against a BLPU. For instance, a 

property could be classified as both a caravan (building type classification scheme) and 

commercial (use type classification scheme).  

By October 2009, the Conventions Review Group will develop a mandatory classification 

scheme for use by Scottish local authorities. In the interim, local gazetteer custodians can use 

NLPG’s classification scheme (Ref. Doc. 5), with the understanding that rework will be 

necessary.  

Local or OneScotland Gazetteer users may propose additional classification schemes, which, if 

adopted by the OneScotland Gazetteer Board, will also be included in this document. 

11.1 Class if i cat ion at t r ibu tes 

Once the Classification record is in use after October 2009, the table below clarifies whether the 

population of each attribute will be mandatory (M), optional (O), or conditional (C). 

Attribute Scotland 

Key C 

Classification Scheme M 

Classification Code M 

Entry Date M 

Last Update Date M 

Start Date M 

End Date C 
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11.2 Key 

ID Convention Category 

11.2.1  The classification key is nnnnCsssssssss,  where: 

· nnnn = BLPU administrator  

· C = the identifier for the classification record type 

· sssssssss = classification sequence number, padded with 

leading zeros as required 

Mandatory  

11.2.2  The classification key is not reused Mandatory  
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12  St ree ts  

12.1 Purpose 

This section presents conventions for Scottish street gazetteers. Conventions are excluded for 

Public Rights of Way (not applicable in Scotland) and Associated Street Data (see Ref. Doc. 8) 

In Scotland, Local Street Gazetteers (LSG) are created and maintained by local authorities. 

They cover all streets in the authority’s geographic area regardless of maintenance 

responsibility - for instance, some streets are maintained by the Scottish Government not local 

authorities. LSGs have two primary users, whose requirements have influenced these 

conventions: 

· To comply with the New Roads & Street Works Act, the Scottish Road Works Register 

(SRWR) holds a copy of 32 LSGs plus associated street data (ASD). This is an electronic 

register that records street works carried out by local authorities and utilities. 

· To comply with BS7666 requirements, property gazetteers are dependent on LSGs to 

provide a property record’s street, locality, town, and administrative area information. 

12.2 Content  

There are three categories of content requirement: 

Content 

Requirement 

Explanation 

Mandatory These streets must be included in local street gazetteers. Error 

notifications can be issued by the SRWR if one of these street types is 

found missing. 

Recommended It is recommended that these streets are recorded in local street 

gazetteers. Warning notifications can be issued by the SRWR if one of 

these street types is found missing. 

Guidance These streets may or may not be recorded in local street gazetteers, 

according to local requirements. There are no current national 

requirements for these streets. 

To meet the requirements of the New Roads & Street Works Act, each Roads Authority must 

register public roads and prospective public roads. It is also recommended that Roads 

Authorities should register all private roads with a public right of passage. Where such private 

roads are named, they will need to be included to meet property gazetteer addressing 

requirements. The following table seeks to clarify content with specific examples.  
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Street 

Category 

Notes and examples Content 

Requirement 

Classified A, B, C or M roads Mandatory  

Unclassified U roads Mandatory  

Prospective 
public 

e.g. Development site roads that have been built in 

accordance with a valid road construction consent but 

have not yet been adopted 

Mandatory  

Private Maintained by private owner(s) but with a public right of 

passage 

Recommended  

Cyclepath / 

Footpath 

Where not part of a street. Note that footways and 

cycleways adjacent to streets are taken to be part of the 

parent street. 

Mandatory (if 

on statutory list 

of public roads) 

Recommended 

(if private) 

Service Side roads etc. Mandatory  

Roundabout  Mandatory  

Slip  Mandatory  

Indoor Where required locally for a useful address Guidance 

Private 
access 

Where access is provided to more than one property. 

Note that a drive to a single property is not a street (see 

BS7666-1:2006 section 3.7). A private access differs from 

a private road in that it can be ‘closed’ to the public if 

desired by the owner.  

Guidance  

Proposed  Guidance  

12.3 Street  at t r ibutes 

BS7666-1:2006 specifies mandatory (M), optional (O), and conditional (C) fields for Streets. 

England and Wales’ NLPG has extended BS7666:2006 with some additional Street fields. 

The table below clarifies whether there is an obligation to populate each field according to 

BS7666:2006, the NLPG, and in Scotland. The table also notes which section in this document 

contains the relevant Scottish conventions for each field. If there are no Scottish obligations for 

a field (N/A), local gazetteers can use this field according to local needs.  
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The field names in the table are as specified in BS7666:2006. Where the field name is 

significantly different in the Scottish DTF, the DTF field name is noted in brackets. 

Attribute BS7666 NLPG Scotland Conventions section 

USRN M M M USRN 

Identifier (Descriptor) M M M Identifier 

Language O M M LPI: Language 

Locality C C C Locality and town 

Town C C C Locality and town 

Administrative area C M M Administrative area 

Record type M M M Record type 

Street classification O O N/A  

Entry date M M M Street lifecycle 

Update date M M M Street lifecycle 

Start date M M M Street lifecycle 

End date O C C Street lifecycle 

State O O O State 

Current state date O C C State 

Extremity point 1          
(start x, start y) 

M M M Geometry 

Extremity point 2           
(end x, end y) 

M M M Geometry 

Responsible authority 
(Custodian code) 

M M M Responsible authority 

External cross-reference O N/A N/A  

Street surface N/A O N/A  

Street version N/A M N/A  

Street tolerance N/A M N/A  

12.4 ESU at t r ibu tes 

Attribute BS7666 NLPG Scotland Conventions section 

ESU ID M M M ESU ID 
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Attribute BS7666 NLPG Scotland Conventions section 

Street classification O N/A N/A  

Description O N/A N/A  

Entry date M M M Street lifecycle 

Update date M M M Street lifecycle 

Start date M M M Street lifecycle 

End date O C C Street lifecycle 

State O N/A N/A  

Current state date O N/A N/A  

Extremity point 1          
(start x, start y) 

M M M Geometry 

Extremity point 2           
(end x, end y) 

M M M Geometry 

Coordinated point O M C Geometry 

External cross-reference O N/A N/A  

ESU direction N/A O N/A  

ESU version N/A M N/A  

ESU tolerance N/A M N/A  

12.5 USRN 

The Unique Street Reference Number (USRN) is the primary key of a street record.  

ID Convention Category 

12.5.1  A USRN is within the range allocated by the UK Government to 

the authority that originally created the street. See Appendix A. 

Mandatory  

12.5.2  Each USRN is unique within the UK and is not re-used. Mandatory  

12.5.3  The USRN for a street is never changed apart from the Lifecycle 

changes described in the Street Lifecycle section. 

Mandatory  
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12.6 Ident i f ie r 

A street’s Descriptive Identifier is made up of the following BS7666-1:2006 elements: Identifier 

Language, Locality, Town, and Administrative Area. Identifier is the street name, number, or 

description. 

ID Convention Category 

12.6.1  Descriptive identifiers  (combination of Identifier, Locality, 

Town, and Administrative Area) are unique within Britain. 

Mandatory  

12.6.2  A Type 1 record’s identifier matches the official Street Naming 

and Numbering record, where this exists. 

Note that punctuation is discouraged (see Formatting section) 

Mandatory  

12.6.3  A Type 2 record’s identifier  format is: 

·  <street number/category (e.g. ‘footpath’)> from <start 

street/feature> to <end street/feature>.  

This is the minimum information required. Authorities may add 

more information to the identifier , such as compass directions 

or branches, if required for clarity. 

Mandatory  

12.6.4  A Type 3 record’s identifier  will start with: 

· A, B, M or Z 

Mandatory 

12.6.5  If a Type 3 record runs through multiple authorities, the authority 

name is not included in the identifier . The authority can be 

identified via administrative area  or responsible authority . 

Mandatory 

12.7 Local i ty and town  

The purpose of the locality and town attributes is to provide a spatial reference for a street to 

identify it uniquely and to form a useful property address. These fields are not mandatory in 

Scotland (a difference from England and Wales, where town is mandated) but are strongly 

encouraged wherever possible - especially for Type 2 streets - to help SRWR users easily 

locate streets and for property gazetteer users to locate addresses.  

Locality and town may be used flexibly as ‘area 1’ and ‘area 2’ to represent a wide variety of 

geographic areas that will be meaningful to gazetteer users. Localities and towns may evolve as 

property development occurs and these changes should be reflected in the Street Gazetteer as 

necessary. 
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The following examples aim to clarify the types of area likely to be found in each field. Note that 

some types of area may appear as either a locality or a town or depending on the local 

geographical context (e.g. Glens). 

Localities  represent lower level geographic areas. 

Examples: 

· Suburbs (Cornton) 

· Small settlements and surrounds (Blairdaff) 

· Small rural areas (Glen Ogil) 

· Industrial estates (Springkerse Industrial Estate) 

Where the PAO/SAO is needed for other address elements, the following can also be held as 

localities:  

· Rural estates (Keir Estate) 

· Shopping centres (Thistles Centre) 

· Educational campuses (Stirling University) 

· Caravan parks (Dunnikier Caravan Park) 

If required for a useful address, towns  are added to the street gazetteer to represent higher 

level geographic areas that may contain one or more lower level geographic areas (localities). 

Examples: 

· Cities (Stirling) 

· Islands (Isle of Mull) 

· Large settlements and surrounds (Hamilton) 

· Large rural areas (Glen Clova) 

 

ID Convention Category 

12.7.1  Locality  is populated for all street records where it will aid 

street or property addressing, except for Type 3 streets that 

cross multiple localities. 

Recommended  

12.7.2  Town  is populated for all street records, except for Type 3 

streets that cross multiple towns. 

Recommended  

12.7.3  Locality  is not populated unless town  is also populated. Guidance 
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ID Convention Category 

12.7.4  Authorities liaise to represent locality  and town  consistently 

across and within boundaries. 

Recommended  

12.7.5  Modifier words such as ‘by’ or ‘near’ are not used in locality  or 

town . 

Recommended  

12.7.6  The same description is not used as a locality  and a town . Mandatory  

12.8 Administ rat i ve area 

The administrative area is the name of the local authority area in which the street is located. 

ID Convention Category 

12.8.1  Administrative area  is populated for all street records. Mandatory  

12.8.2  The word ‘Council’ does not appear in administrative area  so 

that, if required locally, authorities can easily use this field in 

the address, e.g. 

· Clackmannanshire not Clackmannanshire Council 

Mandatory  

12.9 Record type 

According to BS7666-1:2006 section 6.7.2, there are four record types, which identify the type 

of street reference: 

Record 

type 

Street reference type Examples 

1 Designated street 

name 

Formally named by a Local Authority’s Street Naming and 

Numbering Service), e.g.  

· High Street 

· Tower Roundabout 

2 Described street For unnamed or described streets, e.g. 

· A9 from High Street to A72 

· Cyclepath from B341 to Main Road 
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Record 

type 

Street reference type Examples 

3 Numbered street Nationally allocated numbers (A, B, M roads), e.g.  

· B818 

Locally allocated numbers (C or U roads). These are 

prefixed with a Z in the gazetteer, e.g.  

· ZC693 

4 Unofficial street name These fall into two categories: 

· Not formally named by the Local Authority but in 

common use, e.g. Old Perth Road: 

 

· Formally named by the Local Authority but not 

separated from the main carriageway, e.g. Market 

Place: 
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ID Convention Category 

12.9.1  A USRN has a record type  of : 

· 1, 2, 3 or 4.  

Note that record type  9 is not used in Scotland. 

Mandatory  

12.9.2  All USRN records are cross-referenced to their constituent ESUs Mandatory 

12.9.3  A record type  3 is cross-referenced to one or more record 

types  1 or 2 

Mandatory 

12.9.4  A record type  4 is cross-referenced to one or more record 

types  1 or 2 

Mandatory 

12.10 Street  l i fecycle 

Four date fields can be populated to indicate the status of a street in its lifecycle – through 

creation and change to closure. 

ID Convention Category 

12.10.1 When a new  street  is being constructed: 

· a new street is added to the street gazetteer as soon as it is 

needed by the property gazetteer. This is usually before or 

shortly after Street Naming and Numbering has assigned a 

new street name: 

· The entry date  and start date  are populated  

Mandatory  
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ID Convention Category 

12.10.2 When a major new  road scheme  is to be constructed: 

· It may be appropriate to add new streets to the street 

gazetteer to show the location and layout of the new 

scheme. 

· The ESU’s would not be attached to the existing road 

network until the scheme was completed, when the new 

ESU’s would replace the old. 

· Streets would be given descriptions indicating when the 

scheme would be finished e.g. New road from A to B 

opening Spring 2011 

· The entry date  and start date  are populated. In this case 

start date is the date when construction is planned to start. 

· The State field is set to 1 (under construction). 

Guidance  

12.10.3 When a street’s descriptive identifier changes  due to error or 

official renaming, or a street’s geometry changes: 

· a new USRN is not created. Instead,  the affected street 

fields are edited and update date  changed., e.g. 

 

· If a street has been renamed, a type 4 record may be 

created for the old name. 

Mandatory  

12.10.4 If a street needs to be extended : 

· the ESU geometry is changed for one or more existing 

USRNs and extremity points updated. A new USRN is not 

required, e.g. 

 

Mandatory  

12.10.5 When a street no longer exists : 

· the end date  is populated 

Mandatory  
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ID Convention Category 

12.10.6 When a street is split : 

· two new USRNs are created (even if one of the streets 

retains its name) 

· the old USRN is closed (end date  populated), e.g. 

 

If a street is split for a town  or locality , the preference is to split 

at a: 

1. Street junction 

2. Physical feature that can be easily recognized by SRWR 

users, such as a bridge, river, or access to a property 

Note that Type 2 descriptions should be actively maintained if 

there are changes to the name of the referenced physical 

feature. 

Mandatory  

12.10.7 When two or more streets are merged : 

· one new USRN is created (even if one of the original names 

is retained for the new street)  

· the old USRNs are closed (end date  populated), e.g. 

 

Mandatory  

12.11 State 

Currently, State is used in Scotland to flag streets that are under construction. Other State 

codes may be introduced in the future. 

ID Convention Category 

12.11.1 State codes  are: 

· Blank 

·  1 (under construction) 

Mandatory  

12.11.2 If the State code  is 1, current  state date  is populated. Mandatory  
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12.12 Geometry 

A street is made up one or more Elementary Street Units (ESUs) that indicate the street’s 

location through Extremity Points (start and end x y coordinates). These features usually start 

and end at junctions but also allow authorities to store different names for sections of the same 

street (e.g. part of the B818 may be officially named High Street). 

A street record can be represented according to one of three levels, which reflect the 

geographic accuracy of the street. A street gazetteer can hold a mix of levels and a record’s 

level can change from 1 through 3 as better geographic information becomes available. 

Level Explanation Example 

1 Street has a start and 

end point but is not 

broken down into ESUs. 

 

2 Street is divided into 

ESUs with start and end 

points at each junction.  

 

3 Street is enhanced by 

intermediate points within 

ESUs that represent the 

true shape of the street. 

 

There are two types of cross-references in street gazetteers that are used to link sections of a 

street, as described below: 
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XREF

Type 

Use Example 

1 Used in Level 1 street 

gazetteers to link a 

USRN to another USRN. 

 

A single stretch of road may include a number of 

different road types, e.g 

· a designated street name (High Street)  

· a numbered road (A38) 

· an unofficial name (Market Place)  

 

2 Used in Level 2 or 3 

street gazetteers to link 

an individual ESU to a 

USRN. 

 

Using the same example above but, this time, Market 

Place forms only part of High Street. 

 

 

ID Convention Category 

12.12.1 To facilitate map-based viewing in the SRWR, a new street 

record is entered with Level 2 or 3 geometry, even if this is 

initially approximate and needs to be revised later. 

Recommended  

12.12.2 An ESU does not contain branches. It must not extend across: 

· A junction 

· A point where there is a change in the maintenance 

responsibility 

· Where the street name or number changes 

· An authority boundary 

· A town or locality boundary 

Mandatory  
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ID Convention Category 

12.12.3 ESUs are connected where roads that are open to vehicles join 

and also where roads that are open to vehicles join those that 

are closed or restricted to vehicles e.g. 

 

Recommended  

12.12.4 An ESU should not be broken except at the locations 

described above. 

Recommended  

12.12.5 For dual carriageways  (or roads separated by multiple central 

islands), ESUs are created for each carriageway. However, 

separate USRNs are only created for each carriageway if they 

have different names. 

Recommended  

12.12.6 For service roads that share a name with the parent street, 

ESUs are created for the service road. However, separate 

USRNs are created for each road if they have different names. 

Note that if a service road is officially named, properties 

accessed from the service road use that name as their street 

name. 

Recommended  

12.12.7 Slip  roads  have the same USRN as the adjoining street 

sharing the maintenance responsibility (e.g. part of a trunk 

road if both are under the same trunk road operator), unless 

there is a requirement for the slip road to be separately 

identified. 

Recommended 

12.12.8 Where roundabouts  (other than mini roundabouts) do not 

form part of a named road or have an official name, they have 

their own Type 2 USRN. 

Recommended 

12.13 Responsib le  author i ty (Custodian code) 

The responsible authority code identifies the authority that is currently responsible for the 

gazetteer record. Note that this may not be the authority currently responsible for maintaining 

the road. 
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ID Convention Category 

12.13.1 A responsible authority code is allocated to each authority by 

the UK Government. See Appendix A. 

Mandatory  

12.14 ESU ID 

The following conventions aim to clarify the changes that can occur within the ESU ID field.  

ID Convention Category 

12.14.1 The ESU ID is unique within Scotland and is never re-used. Mandatory  

12.14.2 To easily create a unique, 14 digit number, the ESU ID can be 

derived from a grid reference, such as the original mid-point of 

the ESU. However, the ESU ID does not then change if the mid-

point changes. 

Guidance  

12.14.3 When a new  ESU is added, a new ESU ID is created Mandatory  

12.14.4 When an ESU is changed , the ESU ID does not change Mandatory  

12.14.5 If an ESU needs to be extended , the ESU ID does not change Mandatory  

12.14.6 When an ESU no longer exists , the ESU end date  is 

populated. The old ESU ID is not re-used. 

Mandatory  

12.14.7 When an ESU is split , the old ESU is closed and two new ESUs 

are created. The old ESU ID is not re-used. 

Mandatory  

12.14.8 When two or more ESUs are merged , the old ESUs are closed 

and one new ESU is created. The old ESU IDs are not re-used. 

Mandatory  
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13  Genera l  

13.1 Purpose 

This section presents Scottish conventions that apply to both property and street gazetteers and  

the links between them.  

13.2 Formatt ing 

ID Convention Category 

13.2.1  Only single spaces are used. Mandatory 

13.2.2  Proper case is used. Guidance 

13.2.3  Punctuation is discouraged in the formation of official addresses 

and is not used except for these characters within these fields: 

· PAO/SAO: (‘), (-), (/), (\) 

· Organisation: (‘), (-), (/), (\) 

· Level: (.), (-)  

· Street identifier: (‘), (-) 

Recommended  

13.2.4  Abbreviations are not used except as permitted within these 

fields: 

· Street identifier: St or ST (if upper case system) for Saint 

· Street identifier (Type 2): Commonly understood 

abbreviations where there is the potential of exceeding the 

record length of 100 characters (e.g. S for South). To 

maintain consistency, street names referred to in the Type 2 

description are not abbreviated. 

Guidance 
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13.3 Boundaries 

ID Convention Category 

13.3.1  If an authority wants to hold streets/properties from another 

authority area in their own gazetteer, these records are held 

with: 

· The responsible authority’s  code, USRN/UPRN and all 

other attributes 

Note that, if wished, both authorities can export these records to 

the OneScotland Gazetteer, which will only load the correct 

records from the responsible authority. 

Mandatory 

13.3.2  If an authority boundary changes and entire streets or properties 

are affected, records for the affected streets/properties are held 

in the new authority’s gazetteer with: 

· The new authority’s responsible authority code for streets 

and administrator code for properties 

· The old authority’s USRN/UPRN 

The street/property records are then deleted from the old 

authority's gazetteer, unless required for local purposes. In 

which case, the record’s codes must be changed to reflect the 

new responsible authority (see 10.3.2). 

Mandatory 
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ID Convention Category 

13.3.3  If an authority boundary changes but only part of a street or 

property is affected, this is treated as a split for the street but not 

for a property.   

 

· Each authority creates a new USRN from its own range and 

assigns its own responsible  authority  code. Authorities 

liaise to record identical street start/end coordinates at the 

boundary. 

· Authorities liaise to determine which authority should take 

responsible for a property that crosses a boundary. The 

other authority may then hold a copy of the property in its 

own gazetteer but with the responsible authority’s UPRN, 

responsible authority  code, and other attributes. 

Guidance  
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ID Convention Category 

13.3.4  If an authority boundary runs down the middle of a street: 

 

· Each authority creates a USRN representing their 

maintenance responsibility side of the street and assigns its 

own responsible authority  code.  

· Authorities liaise to record identical attributes. Note that the 

above diagram is indicative only. Extremity points  should 

be identical for both authorities and run along the boundary 

centreline. 

Guidance  

13.4 Street-property gazet teer l inks 

Street and property gazetteers may be stored in the same or separate databases. The following 

conventions are designed to maintain the integrity of links between street and property records: 

ID Convention Category 

13.4.1  Each record in a property gazetteer is linked to a USRN 

sourced from the street gazetteer. 

Mandatory  

13.4.2  Any street records in property gazetteers exactly match 

records in street gazetteers for: 

· Street description 

· Locality 

· Town 

· Administrative area 

Mandatory  
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ID Convention Category 

13.4.3  Property records can be linked to a Type 1, 2 street record but 

not to a Type 3 street record. 

Note that there are no ‘Type 9’ street records in Scottish street 

or property gazetteers. 

Mandatory  

13.4.4  If required for a useful address, property records can be linked 

to a Type 4 street record.  

If linked to a Type 4, a user may choose to display an address 

with the Type 1 street name in addition to the Type 4 name. 

This decision will be made on a per street and per application 

basis. 

Guidance  
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14  Append ix  A:  Codes  

The following codes are issued by the UK Government and are unique within the UK. Where 

systems allow, USRNs and UPRNs should not have leading zeros. 

Organisation 
Authority 

Code 
USRN Range UPRN Range 

Aberdeen City 9051 7600000-7699999 9051000000-9051250000 

Aberdeenshire 9052 85600000-85699999 151000000-151999999 

Angus 9053 700000-799999 117000000-117999999 

Argyll & Bute 9054 1000000-1099999 125000000-125500000 

Clackmannanshire 9056 8500000-8599999 35000000-35250000 

Dumfries & Galloway 9058 84100000-84199999 137000000-137250000 

Dundee  9059 7800000-7899999 9059000000-9059250000 

East Ayrshire 9060 48500000-48599999 127000000-127999999 

East Dunbartonshire 9061 48100000-48199999 132000000-132999999 

East Lothian 9062 12700000-12799999 138000001-138999999 

East Renfrewshire 9063 48800000-48899999 131000000 - 131999999 

Edinburgh 9064 7900000-7999999 906000000-906500000 

Falkirk 9065 14300000-14399999 136000000-136999999 

Fife 9066 84200000-84299999 320000000-320500000 

Glasgow 9067 8000000-8099999 906700000001-906700999999 

Highland 9068 84400000-84499999 130000000-130999999 

Inverclyde 9069 18000000-18099999 119000000-119999999 

Midlothian 9070 25400000-25499999 120000000-120999999 

Moray 9071 26300000-26399999 133000000-133999999 

North Ayrshire 9072 48600000-48699999 126000000-126999999 

North Lanarkshire 9073 48400000-48499999 118000000-118999999 

Orkney 9000 29500000-29599999 134000000-134999999 

Perth & Kinross 9074 30000000-30099999 124000000-124500000 

Renfrewshire 9075 31300000-31399999 123000000-123250000 
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Organisation 
Authority 

Code 
USRN Range UPRN Range 

Scottish Borders 9055 83900000-83999999 116000000-116999999 

Shetland 9010 34600000-34699999 30100000000-30100250000 

South Ayrshire 9076 48700000-48799999 141000000-141999999 

South Lanarkshire 9077 48300000-48399999 484000000-484999999 

Stirling 9078 38000000-38099999 122000000-122250000 

West Dunbartonshire 9057 48200000-48299999 129000000-129500000 

West Lothian 9079 43500000-43599999 
135000000-135999999 and 

200004156412-200004077096 

Western Isles 9020 43900000-43999999 139000000-139999999 

 


