Engagement with Muslim Communities

West Dunbartonshire Council Response
The census identified 0.23% of the population as Muslim in West Dunbartonshire.    

· Any local issues that have arisen with Muslim communities / groups e.g. reports of harassment, vandalism etc.

There have been no official reports in regard to harassment of Muslim people, either to the Council or the Police. Most reports of harassment are on racial grounds, and happen predominantly in shops and restaurants owned/run by Black and Minority Ethnic People.   
· Any  efforts that have been made to engage with Muslim communities e.g. visits to their premises by local leaders, meetings.
The Council work with and support the West Dunbartonshire Minority Ethnic Association, which at present has mostly male Muslim members.  We also support the Asian Women’s Group, which has a number of Muslim women involved.  One of our elected members is particularly keen on supporting the Asian Women’s Group, and has attended a number of their meetings.  He also attended the launch of the Islamic Garden that the Group designed and created at the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh.
We are currently working with the Minority Ethnic Association through Community Planning to identify support  and capacity building assistance for them, and helping them to establish links with other communities in the area.

The Muslim Education Group have bought a building in the Renton area of the Authority and will be using this for prayers and meetings, and as a base for their members.  There have agreed to share the building with the rest of the local community as a community centre and this has been welcomed by residents.
Muslim children in the area attend Arabic lessons in one of the council’s buildings, supported by Community Work.

· What plans there may be to mark Muslim awareness week in November.

No plans, although the Minority Ethnic Association are planning a post Eid, celebration on the 26th of November.
