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• Background on the project, and its broad scope.
• Differences between the English and Scottish approaches.
• How the English metric works.
• What tasks are involved for the project.
• Where we have reached, and where we are going.  

• What type of preparations would help a Scottish biodiversity metric 
work well for planning authorities? 

• In the interim, can things be done to help planning authorities better 
considering biodiversity enhancement?



A biodiversity metric for the Scottish planning system 

Headline messages





To slightly paraphrase:

With refinement, England’s Statutory Biodiversity Metric could 

be adapted for planning and development use in Scotland 

(McVittie et al., 2023)



Scottish Biodiversity Metric

Support delivery of 
NPF4 policy 3(b)

Project scope

Stakeholder engagement

Development process

Metric tool

Commission outputs

Piloting/testing

Early sharing & consulting

Focus on adapting England’s 
Statutory Biodiversity Metric

Guidance & supporting 
information





‘Biodiversity net gain’ in England



‘Biodiversity net gain’ in England



Different contexts ‘Biodiversity net gain’ in 
England vs Biodiversity enhancement in Scotland













English Statutory Biodiversity Metric
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English Statutory Biodiversity Metric

• Developments must achieve at least 10% BNG 

• Created or enhanced habitats must be managed for a minimum of 30 years

Pre-development 
Biodiversity Units

Post-development 
Biodiversity Units

Uplift in Biodiversity 
Units Delivered

Biodiversity Net Gain?





Broad habitat Classification system

Most terrestrial 
habitats

UKHab Level 4

Intertidal, coastal & 
shore habitats

European Nature 
Information System 
(EUNIS) Level 3

Lakes
Water Framework 
Directive Lake 
Typologies UK

Waterways UKHab Level 4

Hedgerows
Metric specific (draws 
from Hedgerow Survey 
Handbook)

Green roofs, Urban 
trees

Metric specific









What works well about a biodiversity metric? 



What type of preparations would help a Scottish 
biodiversity metric work well for planning 
authorities? 



In the interim, can things be done to help 
planning authorities better considering 
biodiversity enhancement?















Thank you!

paul.taylor@nature.scot
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