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Developing with Nature guidance – supporting 
NPF4 ambition

NPF4 -Policy 3 Nature Crisis

• 6 NPF outcomes – ‘securing positive effects for biodiversity’

• Policy 3 Nature Crisis – Puts biodiversity enhancement, 
conservation and Nature network creation/ enhancement at 
the forefront.

• Universal policy 3c) Local Development
“… should only be supported if they include appropriate measures to 
enhance biodiversity, in proportion to the nature and scale of 
development. …”

• Supported by Developing with Nature guidance
➢ for applicants and planners



Our Desk Based Study

• Study was carried out to establish how biodiversity  
is catered for within housing developments

• 120 residential development planning applications 
examined

• All have been granted planning permission in the 
last 5 years

• From all LA’s in Scotland where developments were 
suitable

• Developments considered consisted of at least 20 
houses or 4 blocks of flats

• Biodiversity measures, for example bird boxes, were 
recorded as used or not used per site



Assessing Planning Applications for Biodiversity

• Large number of documents to review

• Many contain elements relevant to 
biodiversity

• Some relevant documents are not 
obvious to the reader!

• Common documents to review are: 
decision notice, landscape plan, 
planting plan, ecology report, tree 
report, design and access statement

• Long documents and ‘biodiversity’ not 
clearly signposted!



Planting for Biodiversity

• 98/120 developments use amenity plants that would 
support pollinators

• 46/120 purposefully state a goal of supporting 
pollinators

How good are they for pollinators?

• Not all pollinators are bees and there are different types 
of bees

• Supporting pollinator life stages rarely considered

Tree planting

• 102/120 have park trees of good biodiversity standing, 
of which 99 include native species

• 101/120 have street trees of good biodiversity standing, 
of which 100 include native species



Invasive Species
• 72/120 developments planting contained species 

that can be considered non-native invasive
• 13/120 developments lacked enough planting 

details to assess the species used

With many developments using multiple species:

• 47 have - 1 species
• 21 have - 2 species
• 3 have - 3 species 
• 1 has - 4 species

The most common species used are
- Laurel (47)                    -    Cotoneaster (24)
- Rosa rugosa (11)          -    Buddleia (7)
- Snowberry (4)



Planting for Biodiversity

Hedgerows
62/120 developments plan to plant mixed native hedgerows

6/120 developments have single species hedgerows that use 
native species

117/120 developments have single non-native species 
hedgerows

The most common used species are:

• Beech = 47/120 
• Laurel = 30/120
• Hornbeam = 23/120



Wildflower Planting

Developments with wildflower meadows = 87/120:

• With no wildflower areas = 33/120
• 1 type of meadow = 30/120
• 2 types = 35/120
• 3 types = 17/120
• 4 types = 5/120

Wet meadows are the most commonly planted type of 
meadow; 57/87 developments with meadows including 
these.

Planting of wet meadows is usually part of a SuDs 
system. 



SuDS For Biodiversity… very low occurrence

SuDs pond=9/120
Pond other than SuDs= 2/120

Wet meadow SuDs basin 
= 57 /120

Rain garden= 7/120Wet meadow swale = 11/120
Amenity grass =5/120

Amenity grass basin= 
14/120

Toad ladders=2/120
As condition = 2/2

Underground tank 
storage= 7/12075



Connectivity
How well developments connect on and 
off-site landscape and habitat features, 
especially for wildlife movement

• Developments with connectivity= 
101/120

• Green connectivity = 59/120

• For biodiversity = 23/120

Connectivity features

• Mini woodlands = 66/120

• Improve existing woods = 38

• Hedgehog highways= 4/120 

• Green roofs = 4/120 (1 on utility 
structure)



Bat boxes= 20/120

As planning condition 12/20

Swift boxes =13/120
As condition =8/13

Log piles=9/120
Other hibernacula = 3/120

Bird boxes = 7/120
As condition= 3/7
Multiple types=3/7
Sparrow box= 1/7

Insect boxes/ hotels 
=2/120



Amenity Landscape planting
- 29 / 44 Housing developments found to 

be missing at least some amenity planting

- 36 / 44 were found to have dead or poor 
condition planting



Tree planting

-16 / 44 missing woodland and scrub 
planting
- 19 / 44 had areas with dead or poor 
condition planting

-31 / 44 sites had trees missing on site
-38 / 44 had dead or poor condition trees



Meadows and Hedging

- 7 meadows were missing
- 6 / 16 were in poor condition

- 26 / 44 had missing hedging
- 24 / 44 had dead or poor 

condition hedging



Damage Impacting Biodiversity
- 14 / 44 sites had damage to 

trees from construction work

- 15 / 44 had construction or 
contactor rubbish found in wild 
areas



Developing with Nature Guidance 

1. Apply the mitigation hierarchy

2. Consider biodiversity from the outset

3. Provide synergies & connectivity for 
nature

4. Integrate nature to deliver multiple 
benefits

5. Prioritise on-site enhancement before 
off-site delivery

6. Take a place-based & inclusive 
approach

7. Ensure long term enhancement is 
secured



24 - Appropriate Measures

PLANTING 

1 Pollinator plants

2 Meadows

3 Orchards

4 Trees & scrub

5 Living roof

6 Green wall

7 Hedgerows

HOMES 

8   Log & leaf piles

9   Hibernacula

10 Bees

11 Bugs

12 Hedgehogs

13 Small birds

14 Owls

15 Bats

16 Wildlife wall

17 Wildlife tower

18 Lighting

WATER 

19 Rain garden

20 Swale & ditch

21 SuDS pond

22 Wildlife pond

23 Rivers & burns

24 Drain escape



































Thank You for Listening !!!!

Any Questions?

Please get in touch: stuart.bence@nature.scot
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